FERDINAND E, MARCOS: 


WAR HERO, NATIONAL LEADER, 
AND GREAT MAN OF PEACE 


Ferdinand E. Marcos was a great man of peace, with a keen 
sense of history. During World War II, he was a war hero, After 
World War II and before his death in 1989, he was a great 
national leader. As a national leader, he had an ideology or 
vision and a strong political organization, After a mutiny or coup 
d'etat led by Minister Juan Ponce Enrile and General Fidel V. 
Ramos, which was supported by Jaime Cardinal Sin and some 
one million people who demonstrated along Epifanio de los 
Santos (EDSA), Marcos was expatriated from the Philippines by 
the Americans and forced to be exiled in Hawaii. 


Accused by his enemies of plundering his country’s wealth 
and violating human rights, he was also subjected to a continu- 
ous, relentless, and savage propaganda that he was a dictator a 
la Hitler. From his exile in Hawaii, he sent to the Sandigan- 
bayan a pleading, which also reached the Supreme Court, 
praying to return to his homeland to meet his accusers face-to- 
face in a trial not by publicity but by due process of law in order 
to vindicate his name and honor. The Sandiganbayan and the 
Supreme Court denied his plea. This denial by the two tribunals 
was cruel, unjust, and inhuman, but it was not fatal to the 
Marcos’ case that cried for justice, for it showed dramatically to 
the entire world the stark contrast between, on the one hand, a 
man who served his country during his youth and during World 
War II with patriotism, gave his vision and leadership to the 
Filipino people during the best years of his life, and sacrificed 
his personal interest and political power for peace and the lives 
of hundreds of Filipinos during the crucial moments of February 
25, 1986 and, on the other, a particular administration, which 
swore to give justice to every man, acting with cruelty, injustice, 
and inhumanity. 


One of the mont critical event of the twentieth canary was 
the war waged by Japan in Asia and the Pacific Region during 
World War Il in 1941-1046, In thie war Japan invaded and 
conquered the Philippines, overrunning Bataan and Corregidor, 
forcing General Douglas MacArthur to leave the Philippines and 
President Manuel L, Quezon to go w the United States in order 
to establish a government-in-exile, and imposing a bellligerent 
occupation of the country. 

Ferdinand E, Marcos was a young man in his early twenties 
and a fresh graduate from the College of Law of the University 
of the Philippines during World War II. Like numerous young 
men of his generation, Marcos answered his country’s call for the 
defense of the homeland from the invasion of the Japanese with 
alacrity, loyalty, and fervent patriotism.’ 


Marcos served in the army in the hills and rugged terrain of 
Bataan. The fighting in that historic province was fierce, brutal, 
and continuous until, owing to the overwhelming attacks by 
wave after wave of Japanese armed forces and lack of promised 
reinforcement of men and materiel from the United States, 
Bataan and Corregidor were surrendered by General Jonathan 
Wainwright to General Masaharu Homma in early 1942. 


Marcos became a prisoner of war after the surrender of 
Bataan and Corregidor. Thereafter, he was one of the trekkers in 
the infamous Death March to Capas, Tarlac. The marchers in the 
long trek were kicked, beaten, starved, or subjected to various 
kinds of torture, both physical and mental, under the heat of the 
day and the cold of the night. As a consequence of this ordeal, 
hundreds died either from starvation, torture, and disease, or 
from attempts to escape from the Death March. 


Marcos survived the Death March, but eventually he was 
brought to Manila and imprisoned in the dungeons of Fort 
Santiago. At the fort, Marcos was also tortured. 


Marcos escaped from Fort Santiago, Thereafter, he became 
an organizer and leader of a guerilla group, which was called 
Ang Mga Maharlika, As a guerillero, Marcos’ principal base of 
operations was Northern Luzon, However, he also participated in 
guerilla warfare in Southern Luzon. 


His enemies and detractors accused that Ang Mga Mahar- 
lika was a fake guerilla unit, but Baclagon, an official historian 
of the military of the Philippines, recorded the establishment and 
contributions of Ang Mga Maharlika to the Philippine military 
history. 


The record of Marcos and Ang Mga Maharlika was immor- 
talized in General Order No. 152, Headquarters Philippine Army, 
Series of 1946. In this document, Marcos was named as an 
awardee of a Distinguished Service Star (DSS). The citation for 
Marcos in the DSS award recorded officially his career in the 


guerilla movement and his Ang Mga Maharlika. The citation 
read: 


For the outstanding achievement as a guerilla and under- 
ground leader in the Philippines in World War IJ. After escaping 
from Fort Santiago Kempei Tai, then Major Marcos actively sup- 
ported ex-Mayor Vicente Umali, later known as organizer and 
commanding general of President Quezon’s Own Guerillas, in or- 
ganizing a cohesive, effective, and efficient body. Despite his illness, 
he stayed in the PCOG Headquarters in Mt. Banahaw to guide both 
the staff and combat echelons. He refused the rank of “general” 
offered him by General Umali and organized his own guerilla group 
known as Ang Mga Maharlika with former USAFFE officers as 
leaders. Under his capable direction, this guerilla unit was respon- 
sible for the organization of an effective intelligence network in 
Luzon, harassment of the enemy and the burning of two ships at 
Pier 7 sometime in August 1944, Through his wise disposition of 
the propaganda, the morale of the underground fighters was main- 
tained and the faith of the people in the cause of freedom was 
strengthened, thereby contributing to the effectiveness of organ- 
ized resistance in the country until the coming of American Libera- 
tion forces.” 


Marcos was cited for bravery in action in Bataan as early as 
January, 1942. The citation for Marcos on this occasion read as 
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follows: 

For outstanding bravery in action against the enomy in his capacity 
as Combat Intelligence Officer of the 21st (Lightning) Division, 
USAFFE, at Bataan on 16 January 1942, When the main line of 
resistance of the 23rd Infantry Regiment at Abucay Hacienda, 
Bataan, had been pushed back several kilometers by the Japanese 
forces, and even the 31st Infantry (American Regiment) and the 6th 
Infantry (Philippine Scouts) failed to reestablish the line at ita 
original position, then 3rd Lt, Ferdinand Marcos was ordered to 
locate the enemy's main concentration of troops with a patrol of one 
squad. He reconnoitered the position ahead of the assault units of 
the 23rd Infantry Regiment under orders, Notwithstanding his 
orders to report back to the Division Headquarters, he participated 
instead in the counterattack of the 23rd Infantry Regiment at the 
Abucay Hacienda under heavy aerial and artillery bombardment as 
well as intense and accurate small arms fire from which the 23rd 
Infantry Regiment suffered more than 300 casualties. By his act of 
bravery and coolness under fire, patrolling ahead of the assault 
troops, Lt. Marcos encouraged the men of the 23rd Infantry Regi- 
ment to aggressive and indomitable action, resulting in the rees- 
tablishment of the main line of resistance of the 41st Infantry, 41st 
Division (PA), under General Vicente Lim.* 


Marcos was cited for valor in World War II in several other 
occasions. In these citations, he was awarded the other medals 
which were, according to Baclagon, “testimonials of his extraor- 
dinary services that made him the most decorated soldier and 
the Number One Hero of World War II.”* This statement was not 
generally subjected to a vigorous critique in the early 1970's, but 
two weeks before and during the snap elections, on February 7, 
1986, the critical statements on this matter became a deluge in 
the print and broadcast media,° ushering fallacious conclusions 
that Marcos was a fake military hero with fake medals. His Ang 
Mga Maharlika guerilla group was also said to be a fake guerilla 
unit. 

Scholarship requires that erroneous statements must be 
corrected, but definitely it cannot join a campaign to tar and 
feather Marcos as a fake war hero, for he did fight in Bataan, 
trek the long Death March to Capas, go to prison in Fort 
Santiago, suffer torture from the Japanese while imprisoned at 
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the fort, and carry on guerilla warfare after his escape from 
prison. The citations on Marcos’ bravery in World War [I in 
Baclagon's They Served With Honor: Filipino Heroes of World 
War II were quoted from several general orders of the Headquar- 
ters of the Philippine Army, the earliest of which were dated 
1946 and 1947 when Marcos was not yet a Congressman or 
Senator and the latest was 1963, when Marcos was not yet 
President of the Philippines. The President of the country, or 


Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces then, was President 
Diosdado Macapagal. 


With regard to Ang Mga Maharlika, it was not only cited in 
the general orders from the Headquarters of the Philippine Army 
in 1946 but also included in a book on Philippine Government® 
published in 1948 by Maximo M. Kalaw, the most authoritative 
Filipino political scientist before World War II and during the 
early years of the Republic of the Philippines, as well as the first 
Filipino head of the Department of Political Science of the 
University of the Philippines.’ 


Granting for the sake of the argument, that Marcos did lie 
on some of his medals or military activities,*® it does not follow 
that Marcos was no authentic war hero, for the records of World 
War II showed that he fought for the defense of the Republic 
with loyalty, courage, and patriotism. 


Regarding the relentless condemnation of the alleged Mar- 
cos’ lie about some or several of Marcos’ military achievements, 
is this not only an individual lie, if he lied, but also less repre- 
hensible than the collective lie made by the commissioners who 
formulated and drafted the 1987 Constitution? What is the lie 
made by the commissioners who drafted the 1987 Constitution? 
It is that statement in the “Transitory Provisions” of the 1987 
Constitution which says: “[T]he incumbent President [Corazon C. 
Aquino] ... elected in the February 7, 1986 election.”? This 
statement is a canard, for there exists an official document which 
declared that Ferdinand E. Marcos won the 1986 presidential 
election over Corazon C. Aquino with a margin of over a million 
votes.° Even the NAMFREL reports, both tentative and final, 
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pretation and explanation of the past and present of Philippine 
society, and a program of action for its future, On the other hand, 
the KBL provided President Marcos with a political machine to 
mobilize votes for his candidates in the Batasang Pambansa and 
the local governments and an agency to whip into line the 
Batasan members and the bureaucracy to support the measureg 
of the President. Moreover, the KBL also served as link between 
the government and the people. 


The great achievements of President Marcos as national] 
leader in the domestic and foreign policy arenas” are the con- 
crete results of his being a Supremo, a leader with vision and a 
strong organization. 


In the area of foreign policy, the notable achievements of 
President Marcos, among others, were the reduction of the 99- 
year term of the American bases to 25 years, which fact became 
the basis for the provision in the 1987 Constitution that, if no 
treaty was agreed upon between the Philippines and the United 
States, the American bases would be terminated by 1991; the 
vigorous promotion of Southeast Asian cooperation and security 
through the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN); 
the broadening of the ambit and orbit of Philippine international 
relations by the opening of diplomatic relations with communist 
countries, such as the People’s Republic of China and the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics; and advocacy and promotion of the 
establishment of a new world economic order based on the 
modernization and development of Third World nations. 


In the realm of domestic policy, Marcos was the first Presi- 
dent to formulate a Filipino ideology; to advocate and promote 
barangay democracy; to give concrete recognition to Filipino 
national artists and scientists; to restore the ancient walls and 
other historic buildings in Intramuros; to green the Quezon 
Memorial Circle; to enact and implement a significant land 
reform law; and to establish a Ministry of Energy, a Ministry of 
Tourism, a Ministry of Human Settlements, and other new 
agencies designed to cope with new developments and emerging 
problems of the country. Under the Marcos administration, among 
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many others, the Development Academy of the Philippines was 
established; the Light Railway Transit was built; the geothermal 
projects in Tiwi and elsewhere were constructed; hospitals like 
the Heart Center, the Lung Center, and the like were put in 
place; the North and South Expressways were completed; the 
Philippine International Convention Center and the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines were finished; numerous schools were 
constructed in Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao; and hundreds of 
infrastructures, such as roads, bridges, airports, piers and the 
like were built all over the country. 


Ill 


Expatriated from the Philippines to Hawaii — Marcos wanted 
to be brought to Paoay, Ilocos Norte but his American pilot from 
the United States Air Force instead brought him to Guam, 
thence to Hawaii*' — the exiled President died in Honolulu, on 
September 28, 1989. One year before he passed away, bent on 
vindicating his name and honor at the Sandiganbayan where 
some civil cases on his sequestered properties had been filed, 
Marcos sent to the Sandiganbayan his pleading which by eerie 
development reached the Supreme Court when it was submitted 
there as an annex to the memorandum of Estelito Mendoza and 
Arturo Tolentino in the case of Marcos vs. Manglapus. Marcos 
said in his pleading: 


Fifty years thence [since the Nalundasan Case], the under- 
signed finds himself again and alone fighting for his liberty. But 
this is a more difficult fight, a fight that could smother even the 
staunchest of spirits. In the twilight of his years, the undersigned 
is accused of the economic plunder of his people and a conglomera- 
tion of crimes whose penalties will take more than a lifetime to 
serve. The accusation so masterfully spread out around the world 
by his political detractors has stained and stigmatized his name, 
the only priceless possession of any man, Against the use and 
misuse of the government’s panoply of powers..., [almidst the... 
doubt about the impartiality of our judiciary and against contrary 
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continued to be accused on all four counte during the testimony 
of the witnesses, the opening and closing arguments of the 
prosecution, and the deliberation of the jurors. Marcos was also 
defended throughout the hearing of the RICO cases by the 
Marcos lawyer. Hence, when Imelda R, Marcos was exonerated 
by the jury on all four counts against the Marcoses, the jury also 
exonerated Ferdinand KE. Marcos indirectly on all four counts 
involving the RICO law.” 


Marcos’ exoneration of bribery in Republic of the Philippines 
us. Westinghouse at Newark, New Jersey, was direct, for the jury 
decision of no bribery in the Westinghouse case was explicit and 
direct.*” 


The Marcos vindication in New York and New Jersey is only 
a partial vindication. His full vindication will come when the 
Filipino people realize that Marcos was an authentic war hero, a 
national leader with great achievements, and finally as a great 
man of peace. 


Having discussed Marcos as a war hero and national leader 
with great achievements, this essay now concludes as it was 
begun: Marcos was a great man of peace. 


The sufficient condition of the greatness of any man is re- 
vealed in his last decision on a critical issue involving personal/ 
national interest or the final value of human civilization. If he 
opts for the national interest, sacrificing his personal interest, or 
he chooses the final value of human civilization — it is posited 
that peace is the final value of human civilization — then this 
man is great. 


Augustine had committed practically all the sins of man in 
his youth, but he was redeemed in middle age when he made 
the final decision to be a true Christian and the advocate of 
peace in the De Civitate Dei. ® The second convicted criminal 
who was to be crucified with Jesus Christ at Mt. Golgotha was 
also finally redeemed when he made the decision to recognize 
that Jesus Christ was the Lord. “In other words, a man may 
have sinned or committed crimes, but if his last decision is a 
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great decision, he will be redeemed 


Marcos’ greatness as & man of peace was revealed in hin |nat 
but shining moments at Malacafang during @ national and 
international TV interview beamed nationwide and worldwide. It 
waa the morning of February 25, 1986. Accompanied by his top 
generals, including General Fabian Ver, his Chief of Staff, Marcos 
wan addressing the critical and crucial issue of the so-called 
EDSA Revolution. General Ver, who was shown clearly on the 
television screen to be nervous of the tense and critical situation, 
interrupted President Marcos several times, an action General 
Ver never did in the past. But in that crucial morning, he did 
interrupt his Commander-in-Chief. The Marcos-Ver dialogue on 
TV went this way: 


Ver: We have to immobilize the helicopters they've got. We 
have two fighter planes flying now to strike at any time, sir. 


Marcos: My order is not to attack ... 


Ver: They are massing civilians near our troops and we cannot 
keep on withdrawing. You asked me to withdraw yesterday. 

Marcos: (Interrupting): My order is to disperse without shoot- 
ing them. 

Ver: We cannot withdraw all the time. 

Marcos: No, no, no. Hold on, you disperse the crowds without 
shooting them. You may use any other weapon." 


Marcos, by opting not to fire on the crowds and not to shed 
the blood of Filipinos also opted for his fall from power. His ex- 
patriation from the Philippines and exile in Hawaii began when 
he opted for peace instead of violent confrontation, thus saving 
the lives of hundreds of Filipinos at EDSA. He was no tyrant like 
President Yang Shangkun who ordered the massacre of hun- 
dreds of people at Tiananmen Square in Beijing on June 3-4, 
1989. He was no Hitler who incinerated millions of Jews in 
Germany during the dark days of World War II. He was not even 
a Truman who authorized the dropping of atomic bombs on the 
hapless cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945, where thou- 
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°R.P. 1987 Constitution, Art. XVIII, Sec, 5. 

“First Batasang Pambansa, Republic of the Philippines, Resolution No. 
38, February 15, 1986. 

"See full text of the tentative NAMFREL Report in Philippine Daily 
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